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must be considered by a Constituent Assembly. The State Depart-
ment held that it would not be necessary to obtain the consent of
Spain to the revision of the Amendment, as the obligations of the
United States under the Spanish-American Treaty of 1898 were
limited to the time of its occupation of Cuba.1
It was made known on the 30th January that arrangements were
almost completed for the sale on credit of $2,000,000 worth of
American foodstuffs to the Cuban Government through the Surplus
Relief Corporation, and on the 14th February the Federal Alcohol
Administration gave leave f©r the importation of unlimited quantities
of alcoholic beverages from Cuba until the 1st March.
An important statement of policy was contained in a message
from President Roosevelt to Congress on the 8th February regarding
a sugar quota scheme. This proposed that sugar beet and cane should
be included in the Agricultural Adjustment Act as basic commodities,
so that United States producers could be compensated for restrictions
on their output from the proceeds of the processing tax. The existing
preference on Cuban sugar might, however, be increased as a result of
the forthcoming commercial negotiations.2 The quota for Cuba,
which was less than that proposed in April 1933,3 was nevertheless
larger than the 1,700,000 tons put forward in a scheme which had
been rejected by Mr. Wallace, the United States Secretary for Agri-
culture, in the autumn. As a result, 114 out of the 178 mills to which
quotas had been allocated by the Cuban Government -were in opera-
tion by the 8th March, when President Mendieta signed new decrees
regarding distribution of quotas, permitting the sale of sugar destined
for countries other than the U.S.A. at market price instead of at the
fixed price established by the Chadbourne Plan. President Roosevelt's
proposals were put into effect by the Jones-Costigan Bill, which
became law on the 9th May. This Bill provided for a quota of
4,642,000 short tons to be allocated among the United States insular
1	See p. 363 above.
2	Text of message in U.S. Department of State: Press Releases, 10th Feb-
ruary, 1934. The following table shows the proposed quotas:
Continental beets
Louisiana and Florida
Hawaii
Puerto Hico
Philippine Islands
Cuba
Virgin Islands   .
Total
3 See p. 375 above.
Millions
of short tons.
1,450
260
935
821
1,037
1,944
5
6,452

